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History of Latex Allergy

ÅFirst described in housewife with contact 

urticaria (Nutter, 1979)

ÅIntra-operative anaphylaxis (Turjanmaa, 

1984)

ÅSpina bifida children (Slater, 1989)

Å15 deaths from latex barium enema 

balloons (Ownby, 1991)
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Non ammoniated latex (NAL)

Low ammoniated latex (LAL)

Ammonia 0.7%

Stabilisation ( Thiurams, antioxidants)

these chemicals cause Type IV hypersensitivity

Heating, Dipping 

(glove moulds 

dipped into liquid latex)

Washing/Leeching,

+/-girradiation

+/- powdering

Latex Glove Manufacture

Rubber

tapping
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Epidemiology

ÅA disorder dependent on exposure to latex 

proteins

ÅWider community - < 1% (Liss, 1999)

ÅHealth care workers sensitisation

historically between 4 and 22% (now much 

less)

ÅOvert allergy less than half of sensitised 

group
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The Alfred Hospital nurses latex 

allergy study

Å140 nurses from ICU and theatre

Å22% of group positive skin test to one of 5 

latex glove eluates (sensitisation)

ÅSymptoms of local hand irritation were 

equally frequent in skin-prick negative 

group
Douglas et al, Prevalence of IgE-mediated allergy to latex in hospital nursing 

staff, Aust NZ J Med 1997; 27: 165-169.
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From Douglas et al, Aust NZ J Med 1997; 27: 165-169.


